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What is the role of assessment?
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Extending from AfL to AaL –-

Empowering students to monitor & evaluate own progress

Summative AoL • describes the level students have attained

• shows what they know/can do over a period of time

• gives an overview of previous learning for reporting/ 

selection purposes 

Formative AfL • integrates assessment into learning & teaching

• helps students understand what they are learning, what they 

have attained, what is expected of them

• helps teachers collect learning evidence to provide timely 

feedback & refine teaching strategies 

AaL • engages students in reflecting on & monitoring their progress 

of learning

• involves students in regulating the learning process, 

evaluating their own performance against the learning goals 

& planning for the next step in learning 

English Language Education Key Learning Area Guide (Primary 1 – Secondary 6) (2017) p.84
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What makes reading difficult?
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Reading 
Process

Reader 
Factors

Task 
Factors

Text 
Factors

Factors Affecting the Reading Process

Adapted from: https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/5c07e4f1-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/5c07e4f1-en
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Textual Characteristics

 Passage length

 Density of information

Elaboration or use of examples

 Passage format

Expository or narrative

 Organisational structure or 

coherence

Headings, diagrams, etc.

 Writing style

 Familiarity of the topic

 Background knowledge required of 

the reader

 Grammatical complexity

 Word choices
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Different Types of Questions

 MC Questions

 T/F/Not Given

 Matching

 Labelling

 Sequencing

 Gap-filling

 Short Answers

 Summary Cloze

 Proof-reading

 Summary Writing

 Question types

 Phrasing of the questions

Factors Affecting the Difficulty of 

Question Items



Unpacking Formative Assessment

Where Am I 

Going?
How Can I  

Close the Gap?
Where Am I 

Now?
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How can we describe students’ 

reading performance?
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How to Describe Students’ Reading Performance 

Jack, you got an ‘A’ in this Reading 

Test! Well done!

Lily, you did a lot better this time! 

Keep it up!

Steve, I think you need to work 

much harder! If you fail again, …
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Basic Competency (BC) Descriptors 
for English Language (Reading) 

at the End of KS3
HKDSE Level Descriptors (Reading)

Summative

http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/TSA/en/2011QuickGuideSec/QG_S_BC_E.pdf https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/HKDSE/Subject_Information/eng_lang/LevelDescriptors-ENG-Reading.pdf
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http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/TSA/en/2011QuickGuideSec/QG_S_BC_E.pdf
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/HKDSE/Subject_Information/eng_lang/LevelDescriptors-ENG-Reading.pdf


Formative

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LPF/LPFenglish.html 11

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LPF/LPFenglish.html
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Overview of the growth of learners 

on a developmental continuum as 
they become effective readers

- To better articulate in learning 

objectives and question intents 

the reading skills expected of 
students

- To help students understand their 

current performance and how 

they could be guided to 
progress further

(P.3 of the PDF file is relevant)
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Closing the Gap – Designing Reading Activities

Base on what we have come across in the first part of the workshop, how 

can teachers help students bridge the gap or advance?

 Identifying students’ strengths and weaknesses: where they are

Possible resource: Learning Progress Framework (LPF)

 Setting learning goals: where they are going
Share the learning intentions with students to help students focus

 Selecting/designing learning activities to facilitate learning: 

How to get there
Setting appropriate questions, ensuring a balanced coverage of   

question types and question intents to consolidate students’ 

reading skills and strategies 14



Degree of 

Challenge

of Reading 

Task

Learner’s Existing Skill Level

low

high

highlow

BoredApathetic

Frustrated In flow

Motivation - an Interplay of Challenge and Skill
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What I 

can do

What I can do 

with help

What I 

can’t do

Zone of Proximal 
Development – ZPD

What needs to be 

done to take the 

learner where he 

needs to be

Zone of Achieved 
Development – ZAD

Where the learner is 

right now

Assessment that Scaffolds Learning
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Practice on Synthesising Ideas and Paraphrasing Skills

I got 30 marks for the English test last time.

I got 80 marks for the English test this time.

My teacher is happy with my ________________

__________________________________________.

improvement /

achievement / progress

X My teacher is happy with my from 30 marks 

to 80 marks.

I could only run 1km before I started 
training for running.

After training for 6 months, I could finish a 
half-marathon in 3 hours.

I am satisfied with my _____________________

__________________________________________.

improvement /

achievement / progress

X I am satisfied with my from only 1km to a 

half-marathon in 3 hours.



AaL in the Language Classroom

The AaL process can be translated into a number of 
strategies:

 Establishing and identifying learning goals and 

success criteria
 Giving descriptive, diagnostic feedback that helps 

students understand  their own strengths and 
weaknesses

 Empowering students as learning resources for one 

another
 Developing a sense of ownership in students so that 

they take charge of their own learning 18



Self-assessment for Reading – Reflecting on Reading Strategies
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Online Resources – Online Question Bank

Source: 

https://www.hkedcity.net/edbatr

/eng/
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https://www.hkedcity.net/edbatr/eng/
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